In dense cataract extractions, a fundal view may have been difficult preoperatively. It is easy to examine the posterior pole at the end of surgery by standing up, raising the operating microscope, and using a fundus lens. We have compared several types of lenses for this purpose and would recommend a 60 D.
The optics are those of indirect ophthalmoscopy. 1 The stronger the diopteric power of the lens, the wider the field of view but less magnification is achieved. In addition, the higher the power of the lens, the smaller the working distance (Table 1 ). In our experience, although a tall surgeon can focus the 20 D with the operating microscope, those of us who are more vertically challenged may find a higher power lens more manageable.
The reason for viewing the fundus under these circumstances is to assess the disc and macula. With the patient looking directly at the operating light, the 60 D offers a bright, slightly magnified view of the disc and macula out to the vascular arcades. 
